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The Five Taslims
During the days which followed the royal audience, Manrique
was occupied with practical affairs. His first duty was to relieve the
anxiety of the Portuguese at Dianga by a letter announcing the
success of his mission. With the letter he enclosed a sermon on the
subject of gratitude. By God's grace they had been saved. They
therefore owed God a debt. Let them pay that debt by living
henceforth as better Christians. He does not suggest that this
reformation need interfere with their slave raids, these he had
already justified as war against the infidel. It is to their private
lives that he refers. Let them free themselves 'from mortal sin
and from those entanglements so prejudicial to your souls and to
those of the unhappy women with whom you have contracted
them.' Knowing the way the Portuguese of all classes lived at
Goa, and under the eye of ecclesiastical authority, it is not to be
supposed that at Dianga, in the midst of a vast paganism, much
attention was paid to these admonitions.
This letter dispatched, around of visits followed. The Admiral's
brother-in-law, the courtier who had helped them so much and
had been well rewarded for it, now advised them to pay their
respects to all the members of the Privy Council. A present should,
of course, be presented in each case, he reminded them, but it
would be well worth their while, had they further requests in
mind. Manrique had several further requests, and so made the
calls and gave the presents as advised.
This careful observance of etiquette paved the way for a further
royal audience, of which Manrique made skilful use. The King
gave him his opportunity by asking whether it would be possible
to induce the Viceroy of Goa to issue a formal order forbidding any
Portuguese from entering the service of the Mughal.
Manrique: The present Viceroy and his predecessors have
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